PARTNERS IN SPORTS

FALL 2025 RECAP

Membership
152 members (students, faculty, and staff)

The Changing Landscape of NCAA Compliance

Tayloe Locke, Director of NIL for Tennessee Athletics, and
Quinton Smith, Senior Associate Athletics Director for Compli-
ance for Tennessee Athletics, participated in a discussion on
the changing landscape of NCAA compliance. More than 125
students attended the event that was moderated by Mimi
Mills. The discussion focused on the evolving landscape of
college athletics at the Division | level with a focus on Name,
Image, and Likeness, eligibility, financial literacy, gambling, and
institutional integrity.

Vol Trek - Covenant Health Park

Partners in Sports ventured off campus for a behind the scenes
tour of Covenant Health Park, home of the Knoxville Smokies
and One Knox SC. Students got to see the inner workings of the
facility and to hear from team executives.

Students began their visit in the main concourse, where they
learned about the stadium’s history, design, and role in the
community. The tour then moved to the team room, locker
room, athletic training room, and onto the field. The tour then
headed to the press box, hospitality areas, and the premium
seating areas, which included a visit to the owner's box. Stu-
dents gained a unique perspective on game-day operations as
well as valuable insight about Minor League Baseball. Thanks
to Jeremy Boler, Erin Gilroy (M.S. 2021), and Tim Volk (B.S.
2008) for sharing their insights about their careers and their
current positions with Boyd Sports, One Knox SC, and the
Knoxville Smokies.

Ben Brown - Atlanta Hawks

It was a pleasure to welcome Ben Brown (B.S. 2009) back to
campus to speak with our students. Ben is the Vice President,
Premium and Suite Sales for the Atlanta Hawks. Ben has more
than 15 years of experience in the NBA and shared his career
journey with the Atlanta Hawks. Ben also shared his perspec-
tive on ticketing, sales, marketing, and pursuing a career in the
NBA environment. Ben provided insight into the strategies and
operations behind ticket sales in the NBA. He discussed how
NBA teams use data analytics, dynamic pricing, customer rela-
tionship management (CRM) systems, and fan engagement
initiatives to maximize revenue and attendance. The session
highlighted the organizational structure of ticket sales depart-
ments, the role of sales representatives, and the importance of
customer service and fan loyalty.

The Business of Golf Panel Discussion

This panel brought together professionals from the golf indus-
try to discuss the business operations of golf. Panelists shared
insights from areas such as event planning, marketing, player
development, and playing professionally. The panelists shared
their insights on current trends and challenges in the golf in-
dustry. They also provided perspectives on career opportuni-
ties in golf management and the golf industry. The panel was
moderated by Alex Carpenter.

® Scott Stallings - PGA TOUR Player
® Whit Turnbow - President, Tennessee Golf Foundation

® Mike Hammontree - Tournament Director, Visit Knoxville
Open and Simmons Bank Open

® Danny Caudy - Senior Director, Tournament Business and
Sponsor Relations, PGA Tour

® Hayden Echols - Knoxville Regional Director, Tennessee Golf
Foundation

Volunteer Activity Highlights

National Football Foundation On-Campus Salute
Aflac Kickoff Game

Music City Grand Prix

Tennessee Champions Weekend

SEC Cross Country Championships

Flag & Anthem - College Football Gameday Campaign
Mercedes-Benz Collegiate

Legacy Parks Luncheon

Secret City Marathon

SEC Football Championship Game

Knoxville Challenger

ESPN College Gameday

Music City Bowl

TSSAA Golf Championship
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PARTNERS IN SPORTS

SPRING 2026 RECAP

Membership
192 members (students, faculty, and staff)

Inside the Game:

Strategies and Trends in Athletic Ticketing

This panel discussion explored the evolving landscape of ath-
letic ticketing, including pricing strategies, digital ticketing
platforms, fan engagement, and revenue optimization. The
panel focused on current trends, challenges, and innovations
shaping ticket sales across collegiate and professional sport.

The panel featured:

e Landon Owen—Vice President, Consumer Sales, Bristol Mo-
tor Speedway & Dragway

e Walt Clark—Associate Director, Ticket Operations, Tennes-
see Athletics

Thanks to Addie Withrow for moderating the panel.

Empowering Legacy:

Strategic Approaches to Letterwinner Engagement

This panel discussion explored innovative strategies and best
practices for engaging college letterwinners in meaningful and
mission-driven ways. The discussion examined how college
athletic departments can cultivate lifelong connections that
extend beyond competition.

The panelists discussed approaches to strengthening commu-
nication, building relationships, and creating programming that
honors the legacy of letterwinners. Topics included enhancing
event experiences, integrating letterwinners into mentorship
initiatives, and aligning engagement efforts with relationship
building.

The panel featured:

e Steve Hamer - Director of Letterwinner Relations

e Brittney Larkin - Associate Director of Letterwinner Relations
e Jameson Lindley — Tennessee Club Young Professional

Thanks to Cade Edlein for moderating the panel.

Breakfast with Buck

It was great to welcome Dr. Buck Jones back to campus for
Breakfast with Buck. More than 80 of our program graduates
work on campus and were invited to stop by HPER to interact
with Buck, faculty, and each other. It was a great opportunity
for our graduates to connect and reconnect. Several current
students also attended which provided an excellent network-
ing opportunity for them.

Women’s Roundtable

Tayloe Steedman Locke was the Guest of Honor at the 16th
Women's Roundtable. Tayloe is the Director of NIL Operations
with Tennessee Athletics.

The Women’s Roundtable is a forum dedicated to the connec-
tion, conversation, and empowerment of women who are Part-
ners in Sports members interested in pursuing a career in the
sports industry.

The Woman'’s Roundtable series was founded by Sarah Cathe-
rine Kinson (M.S. 2012) during her time at Tennessee. The
event started as an informal gathering with a select few stu-
dents. That small seed has now grown into a tradition held
each academic year.

Partners in Sports Golf Tournament

The 22nd Partners in Sports Scholarship Golf Tournament will
be held June 8, at The Club at Gettysvue. Ally Davis once again
is serving as Tournament Director. She has assembled an out-
standing Championship Committee to assist with the event.
More than 100 golfers are expected to participate in the tour-
nament. Special thanks to Lady Vol Golf Coaches Diana Cantu,
Anna Newell, and Kristen Golighty for participating this year.

Spring Reception

Eleven students were recognized at the Spring Reception for
their professional development, academic achievement, and
commitment to Partners in Sports. Students received more
than $25,000 in awards and scholarships bringing the total
awarded since the organization’s inception in 1998 to more
than $350,000.

Volunteer Activity Highlights
e Tennessee Athletics Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
e AstroDobbs Charity Golf Tournament
e SEC Swimming & Diving Championships
e Savannah Bananas Summer Tour
e Tennessee Invite Track & Field Meet
e Lady Vol Women'’s Golf Day
e Tennessee Golf Association Events
e Korn Ferry Tour—Visit Knoxville Open
e Tennessee RecSports 5K Fun Run and Walk
Eddie's Tee Off for Alzheimer's Charity Golf Tournament
NAIA National Football Championship
SEC Football Championship Game
Orange Bowl
Phillip Fulmer Classic Charity Golf Tournament






